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WHY THE KING JAMES BIBLE : LESSON TWO.   

We continue in our study of why the KJV is the only accurate, reliable and true Word of God for 

English speaking people.  Please understand this is a vast subject and this bible study will only cover 

the basic information to assist you to know the difference between the true Word of God and 

corrupt versions of the Bible.   

In the previous lesson we learnt that Satan attacks the Word of God 

by changing it and corrupting it, by adding words, subtracting 

words, questioning it, watering down, and outright denial of 

doctrines taught.   

Quote by Pastor Richard Jordan (MSS 103/Pg 2) “I’ve said to you 

over and over that God’s Word can’t be erased from the face of the 

earth so Satan’s intent is to try to corrupt it, to put things in it that 

cause you not to believe that the whole thing is inspired so that 

when you look at a verse you say, “Well, is it or isn’t it?” and there’s a question in your mind.  You 

have to decide for yourself whether it is or it isn’t.  When you give a subjective opinion, you set up a 

competing authority, and a third authority has to decide.  So who’s going to be the third authority?  

Well, you’re going to be.  It will be you or your school or Doctor So-and-so or some scholars or 

anybody but that Book.” 

God promised to PRESERVE His Word.  Right from the beginning of time, God inspired men to write 

down His instruction and communication with mankind.  Peter confirms that prophecy (the 

scriptures) are not written by man, but rather dictated by God and written by men as instruments.  

The Words spoken by God are inspired (God breathed), not the writers.   

2Pe 1:20-21  Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private 

interpretation.  (21)  For the prophecy ______  __ in old time by the will of man: 

but holy men of God spake as they were _________ by the Holy Ghost. 

The ORIGINAL MSS have perished with age, and are not available, but under God’s instruction, over 
the centuries, hundreds of copies were to be made and distributed.  The question is that if we only 
have access to copies of the Bible, how do we know that it is still accurate and has not been changed 
over the years?  Indeed, we do have a multitude of different “Bible” versions in English, and they 
differ quite dramatically from one another in that many verses have been removed and many words 

are changed, that one is left wondering where is the Word of 
God that God promised to preserve?  This is where we have 
to go back in history and find the time and reason where the 
accuracy of copying the scriptures started to diminish.   
 
There are two main lines or sources of MSS.  5210 copies of 
the Textus Receptus existed in Antioch1, Syria and the other 
45 copies were located in Alexandria in Egypt.  One of them 
being much shorter in content than the other.  The longer 

                                                           
1 Antioch, Turkish Antakya, populous city of ancient Syria and now a major town of south-central Turkey. It lies 
near the mouth of the Orontes River, about 12 miles (19 km) northwest of the Syrian border. Antioch was 
founded in 300 bce by Seleucus I Nicator, a former general of Alexander the Great.  The place where disciples 
were first called “Christians”. (Acts 11:26).  Another city by the same name is referred to in the Bible, in the 
province of Pisidia (Acts 13:14).   
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manuscripts are called the Majority Text and the shorter manuscripts are known today as the Critical 
Texts.  The larger also known as the Textus Receptus (TR), and the shorter as the Alexandrian Texts.  
Let us follow the line of these texts and their history to establish their reliability and accuracy.   

 
ALEXANDRIAN TEXT, Egypt.   
 45 MSS found.   

ANTIOCH, Syria (now Turkey). 
 TEXTUS RECEPTUS. 
 5210 MSS found.   

Minority Text. 
(Shorter by at least 10 full pages if not more) 
 
Critical Text (So called because it was edited 
according to specific principles of textual 
criticism)   
 
(NU = Nestle-Aland Gk NT and United Bible 
society translation).   

Majority Text.   
 
M = Majority text.   

 

THE ALEXANDRIAN TEXT LINE: 

The Alexandrian text was came from two fourth century manuscripts known as the VATICANUS and 

the SINIATICUS.  There were 45 MSS copies discovered.  However, when compared, it was found that 

these MSS  disagreed with each other in over 3000 places in the Gospels alone.  The Vatican MSS 

included the Apocrypha and it was this one that the translators mostly relied upon.   

CLEMENT & ORIGEN 
Clement and Origen were both heads at the School of 

Alexandria, both heretics and did not believe doctrines such as 

the deity of Christ, the existence of Hell, salvation by grace 

and not works, etc.  They also held to allegorizing scripture 

rather than a literal interpretation.  They introduced 

Gnosticism2, Arianism3 (Deny deity) and pagan philosophy, 

adjusting the text accordingly.   Origen produced a text known 

as “Origen’s Hexapla in about 285AD).  Don’t forget the name 

Origen. Origen, the Alexandrian church father in the early 

third century, confirmed that the Text of 200AD was already 

unreliable and inaccurate copies.  He said:  "...the differences 

among the manuscripts [of the Gospels] have become great, 

either through the negligence of some copyists or through the 

perverse audacity of others; they either neglect to check over 

what they have transcribed, or, in the process of checking, 

they lengthen or shorten, as they please."4  Origen is of course 

speaking of the manuscripts of his location, Alexandria, Egypt.  By an Alexandrian Church father's 

                                                           
2 Gnosticism – a spiritual “secret knowledge” – esoteric , mystical knowledge.  Likened to the New Age 
Movement of today.  Jordan says a Gnostic is just an “intellectual” today.  MSS 102/Pg 59.   
3 Arianism is the heresy that denies the deity of Christ.  Jehovah Witnesses are Arians.  Origen denied the diety 
of Christ as well as other fundamental doctrines.   
4 (Bruce Metzger, The Text of the New Testament: Its Transmission, Corruption, and Restoration, 3rd ed. 

(1991), pp. 151-152). 

 

A cult in Alexandria Egypt makes 

hundreds of changes to 

manuscripts, adding, subtracting 

words, etc. . (285AD-331AD)  
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own admission, manuscripts in Alexandria by 200 AD were already 

corrupt.  Irenaeus in the 2nd century, though not in Alexandria, 

made a similar admission on the state of corruption among New 

Testament manuscripts.  Daniel B. Wallace says, "Revelation was 

copied less often than any other book of the NT, and yet Irenaeus 

admits that it was already corrupted—within just a few decades of 

the writing of the Apocalypse" 

The text had already been tampered with.  Evidence of this is that 

verses such as Mark 16:9 – 20 are removed from all Bible versions, 

(except the KJV).  That is 10 verses in that one instance!   

Origen was the closest to what would call today a “Jehovah Witness”.  What we know today as 

“modern bibles" are based upon these two very corrupt fourth century manuscripts.  (Vaticanus and 

the Siniaticus.)   These manuscripts are filled with many text alterations to meet the demands of 

Roman Catholic tradition as well.  

THE APOCRYPHA - RCC. 
These MSS include the Apocrypha, which the Lord Jesus Christ EXCLUDED from the Old Testament in 

Luke 24:44.  

1875 – WESTCOTT & HORT – TWO APOSTATE REVISIONISTS.   
In 1881, with the advent of the Revised Version, a new philosophy 

came on the scene, and it was promoted by two men, a man by 

the name of Westcott and a man by the name of Hort.  Westcott 

and Hort were two Anglican churchmen (Church of England).   Both 

men were apostates.  Westcott did not accept:  Gen 1-3, the bodily 

resurrection of Christ, Miracles and literal coming of Christ.  He 

was partial to the Romish ways.  Hort did not accept the infallibility 

of Scripture.  He also favoured Darwin’s theory of evolution.  Both 

men did not believe in eternal punishment or the vicarious atonement.   (Data from “Life and letters 

1896, 1903).  They proposed that the Textus Receptus was corrupt, a bad text, and what should be 

done is to go back to a few old manuscripts – (which, by the way,  had been DISCARDED and hidden 

for 1500 years due to the inconsistencies.  Westcott and Hort used Codex Vaticanus and Codex 

Sinaiticus from the 4th century to compile their Critical Greek Text in the 19th century.)5  They 

developed a text, a new Greek text which became the text of the Revision Committee of 1881.  In 

1881, the Revised Version was published.  A committee had been established to revise and update 

the King James Version of the Bible.  That was its mandate.  Hort and Westcott were on the 

committee.  They purposed to take the Received Text and substitute their text - their text being the 

critical text, the Minority text type.  That text was accepted by the committee and has become the 

standard text ever since for all Bible versions BESIDES THE KJV.  There are also “Bibles” which are 

paraphrase, such as The Living Bible, The Message that have so watered down and changed the 

words to be “easier” to read and understand.  Unfortunately, these remove so much doctrine that 

they really cannot be called Bibles, but perhaps rather “fables”.    

                                                           
5 Interestingly, the Westcott and Hort’s exact text can be found in “The Kingdom Interlinear Translation of the 
Greek scripture.”  Who puts that out?  The Russellites do – that is the JWs.   .  They’ve got their own private 
interpretation.  
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1Ti_4:7  But refuse profane and old wives' fables, and exercise thyself rather unto 

godliness.  2Ti_4:4  And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be 

turned unto fables. 

ANTIOCH TEXT LINE.  (TRADITIONAL).   

Paul the Apostle was born at the same time as the 

Lord Jesus (within 5 years) and he took the grace 

gospel north of Jerusalem and set up the churches in 

Asia, starting at Antioch, Syria.  He wrote the books 

of Romans to Philemon as revealed to him by the 

Lord Jesus Christ.  The Textus Receptus (aka received 

text) TR, from which the King 

James Bible came can be traced 

clear back to Antioch, Syria, where the disciples were first called Christians and 

where Paul and Barnabas taught the word of God for a whole year (Acts 11:26).  

They had 5210 MSS of which matched each other perfectly (with exception of 

minor spelling differences).  The oldest copies of the TR date back to about 

375AD.6   

We do have exact copies of the originals.  Polycarp was burned at the stake for his stand for Christ.  

He was head of the church of Smyrna.  Polycarp’s orthodox use of the Pauline texts marked a crucial 

advance in the Christian theology of biblical interpretation7.  He also travelled with John who wrote 

3 books of the NT, and Polycarp quotes Mark 16:14 and that proves beyond all doubt that the TR, 

from which the KJV is derived is the accurate and true Bible.  Between AD 182 and 188, Irenaeus, 

a disciple of Polycarp, quotes Mark 16:19 as part of Mark's account.8 

And not only that, when the Dead Sea Scrolls were found in 1947, they found a complete, intact 

Isaiah scroll which has been dated to 100BC and it matches the TR exactly.  Once again proving that 

the TR is the true line of MSS, and the KJV is the most accurate and has been preserved fulfilling 

prophesies in both Old and new Testaments.   

Quote from Pastor R Jordan (GSB/MSS 102/Pg 21).  “Where was the Bible written?  Where was your 

New Testament written?  Where do you reckon the Book of Romans was sent from?  Corinth. Where 

is that on a modern map?  Greece.  Where is Ephesus?  In Turkey.  Colosse, Thessalonica, Philippi, 

Corinth.  Where are they?  That’s Greece and Turkey.  You see, this area here is where the 

manuscripts were written.  Well, if you’re going to go look for one of the books Paul wrote, where 

would you go first?  You’d go where he wrote it, first.  This is the home area.”    Why look for God’s 

preserved Word in Egypt?  Surely it will be sourced from  Antioch and the  Apostle Paul!  More 

evidence to follow in our next study!    

                                                           
6 Ack to TigerDan925 for graphics and extracts.   
7 https://www.britannica.com/biography/Saint-Polycarp#ref289844  
8 http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/24883/eVerseID/24894 
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